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Holiday Giving 

SOS Food Expands Services
SOS Community Services is expanding food pantry 
services starting in January 2016. Currently, consumers 
can access the food pantry a maximum of six times per 
calendar year, but starting in 2016 consumers will be 
able to access the pantry twelve times per year. 

Over the last year, SOS’s food pantry has shown a      
33 percent increase in services provided. Families will 
still be encouraged to come weekly (no appointment 
necessary) for items in the produce room.

Left to Right: 1) Trinity Episcopal Church’s youth 
group hosted a sock drive for SOS. 2) Girl Scout 
Troop #40364 in Brighton, MI hosted a coat 
drive. They collected 47 children’s coats, 28 
pairs of gloves, 27 hats, and other winter items.             
3) Members from the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
delivered 10 meals for families in need during 
the holiday season. 

continued on page 3

In 2014, SOS moved from a traditional food distribution model 
of providing households with pre-bagged groceries into a choice 
pantry model where families get to select groceries based on 
their dietary needs and preferences. In January 2015, the pantry 
increased the number of times a consumer household could 
access the pantry from four times per year to six times per year. 

Crystal Blaogh, quality coordinator, talks with Marti Lachapell, 
food pantry coordinator, as she organizes pantry shelves.



This is special time of year! With the New Year 
approaching it’s a good time to reflect on the 

wonderful things SOS has been able to do for 
families thanks to partners—like you! Because of 
your support, the lives of families in Washtenaw 
County have been changed this year.

One family of six came to SOS after an unexpected 
injury of a six-year-old girl. With mounting medical expenses and missed 
work, the Thomas family became homeless. Once the family entered 
SOS’s housing program, Mr. Thomas received assistance finding 
employment, and his children participated in after-school programs like 
tutoring where they could receive help with homework. Today Mr. Thomas 
has full-time employment, and the family has a permanent home.

This is one of many families that was served by SOS. Each family has a 
story of hardship, but after coming to SOS they emerge to gain housing 
stability. Whether you are donating gifts for families, household or 
personal care items, or giving a monetary donation thanks for supporting 
families in need this holiday season! 

On behalf of SOS, I wish you a happy holiday and a happy New Year! 

In partnership,

Rhonda Weathers
Executive Director
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From the Executive Director

How We Helped this Season

•  This year 59 families in                  
 need were provided gifts.

•  Five organizations held coat  
   drives for SOS to distribute 
   to families.

•  SOS hosted three 
   Stuff-a-Van Collections at 
   Eastern Michigan University, 
   Washtenaw Community 
   College, and the University 
   of Michigan to collect food, 
   personal care, and household 
   items. 

Thanks to all the supporters 
who made this holiday better 
for families in need!

Staff at WCC Fitness Center hosted a Stuff-a-Van 
drive to collect personal care items.

OUR MISSION
SOS promotes housing stability 

and family self-sufficiency through 
collaboration, care and respect. Kathy & Cyril, from Delta, donated 150 coats.Terry & Kelliann, 

from Tucker Insurance Agency, donated personal care items.



Highlights from the Road to Home Fundraiser

page 3

Special thanks 
to our event 

chairs, Todd & 
Colleen Clark.

150 people 
attended & 

$57,247 
was raised.

Tazjianna was the 
keynote speaker 
at the event. The 

11 year old 
said, “I’m home 
because I feel 

complete.” 
She handmade 
items that were 

featured in 
the auction.

Left to Right: 
Julie Santinga, 
Louise Lutton 

and Mary Kinley 
look at featured 

items in the barn.

Thanks for your 
support!

2015 Volunteers of the Year: Molly Wozniak & Susan Boll
Molly Wozniak & Susan Boll have volunteered with the SOS 
Girl Scouts Program since the fall of 2014. Morgan DeLeonard, 
children’s services coordinator, said this about the volunteers: 
“Molly and Susan go above and   beyond by providing 
supplies, creating fun games and activities, and treating the 
girls in the program as if they were their own daughters.”  

Molly Wozniak & Susan Boll recieved the 
Blue Dog Volunteer of the Year Award.

Brimming Salad Bowl

Balanced Meal Bowl

Thanks to Our Event Sponsors!
Presenting Sponsors

American Roads, LLC
Ann Arbor State Bank
Bank of Ann Arbor
Blue Cross Blue Shield &
Blue Care Network of MI
Charles Reinhart                   
Company Realtors

Detroit Windsor Tunnel, LLC
Dykema
Mike Allemang & Janis Bobrin

Domino’s 
DTE Energy
Nelson, Kellman, Roy & Associates
St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor
St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea
Zingerman’s Community of Businesses

Beautifully Filled Bowl

Bill & Mary Kinley   Gail & Paul Steih

SOS’s food pantry prevents homelessness 
because it helps families stretch their monthly 
budgets so they do not have to choose between 
buying groceries and paying rent.

Recently, SOS received a $7,748 grant from 
the Ypsilanti Area Community Fund to support 

SOS Food Expands Services
continued from page 1

Retirement Income Solutions 
United Methodist Retirement 
Community

the expansion of the food pantry. The SOS 
Food Pantry receives significant support from 
other funders including Food Gatherers, Ann 
Arbor & Ypsilanti Crop Walk, and numerous 
other community partners that host drives and 
collections throughout the year.
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Save-the-Date: Dine & Donate
March 11 - 13, 2016 SOS will host a community-
wide dine & donate fundraiser. Come dine at 
your favorite Ypsilanti resturants and try featured 
menu items. SOS will recieve all the proceeds. 
Stay tuned for more information.

Visit our website: 
www.soscs.org 

Become a Fan on Facebook
search “SOS Community Services”

Follow Us on Twitter
twitter.com/SOS_Community
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Calling All Volunteers!
Consider volunteering at SOS in the New 
Year. There are lots of opportunities to help 
in our food pantry, children’s programs and 
more! Learn more by calling 734.484.9900 or 
email volunteer@soscs.org.  

Household Collections Needed
The families we serve need household items like 
twin sheet sets and comforters, pots and pans, 
towels, kitchen utensils and more. Host a drive 
with a school club, service group, or church. If 
you can help, please, call 734.485.8730 or email 
info@soscs.org.

Join Amazon Smile!

Support SOS all year long! Select SOS as your 
charity of choice when shopping on Amazon. 
When you shop, SOS can receive a percentage 
of your purchase price. 

Visit www.smileamazon.com to register today!


