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Save-the-Date: 
SOS Annual Event

This year the SOS annual fundraiser, The Road to 
Home, will take place at Zingerman’s Cornman 

Farms on Friday, October 17, 6:00 - 9:30 pm. For the fifth 
consecutive year, supporters of SOS will enjoy music, 
appetizers, and a silent auction of unique bowls and other 
special items. The goal of the event is to raise funds and 
awareness for homeless families in Washtenaw County.

The event chairs this year are David & Louise Lutton. 
The Luttons have been supporters of SOS for many 
years and are proud to chair this year’s event. “We’re 
excited,” says Dave Lutton, president of Charles Reinhart 
Company. “We became this year’s event chairs because 
of the great respect we have for the work of SOS. It’s 
challenging and difficult, but oh so necessary.”

“SOS is helping some of the least 
advantaged people in Washtenaw 
County, many of them are families 
with young children, to get their lives 
stabilized and move forward,” Dave 
explains. “SOS is an important part of the 
social safety net in Washtenaw County.”

Louise Lutton, a former art teacher in 
Dexter Community Schools, assisted 
the Sunny Days kids in making ceramic 
bowls at the U of M Art & Design 
School’s studio. 

Louise & David Lutton, 2014 chairs for 
the SOS Event.

“I love clay and kids, says Louise. “It was great to see their enthusiasm 
for the medium, which I love to get my hands on.”

Dave says, “Zingerman’s Cornman Farms in Dexter will be a real 
catalyst for a larger, “best ever,” empty bowls event.”

The Luttons and SOS invite all of our supporters to purchase tickets 
today by visiting www.soscs.org/event or call 734-485-8730. 



This summer brought about 
many changes and new 

beginnings. Through reflection 
and collaboration, we are 
moving forward to enhance 
our programs, which serve 
families in Washtenaw County. 
We have rebranded our 
River Street location as the                        
SOS Resource Center. Our 

blue octagon house, at 114 North River Street contains the 
Choice Food Pantry, offers eviction prevention assessments 
in partnership with Housing Access of Washtenaw County, 
and a variety of walk-in services. Each week, families 
in need can access available resources including utility 
assistance, diapers, bus tokens, housing, and referrals 
to other resources. At the SOS Resource Center in July, 
we served 2,661 individuals (854 households) through 
our choice food pantry, and 169 individuals with walk-in 
services.  

Housing is a mainstay at SOS, and we will continue to help 
families regain stability using the new model called Rapid 
Rehousing. This summer we filled 10 Rapid Rehousing 
units, and are excited that two families are transitioning to 
permanent housing already. SOS also continues to provide 
emergency shelter for families in partnership with Housing 
Access of Washtenaw County. 

In children’s services, we had nearly 40 children attend 
Sunny Days, our eight week summer enrichment program. 
The kids had the opportunity to focus on academic gains 
while also gaining exposure to cultural experiences. 

In the fall, SOS will begin new programming thanks to our 
generous funders. Parents as Teachers will be offered to 
families (with children 0 to 5 years of age), and provide 
in-home education and support to parents in local housing 
programs.

I hope you will join us, as we continue to make lasting 
changes in families’ lives.

In partnership,

Rhonda Weathers
Executive Director
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Board of Directors
Robbin Pott, President
University of Michigan

Greg Jenkins, Vice-President
Masco Corporation 

Dan Foss, Treasurer
Old National Bank- Washtenaw 

Jennifer Jensen, Secretary
Community Volunteer

Michael C. Allemang
White Mountains Insurance Group LTD 

Sandy Burdi
Community Volunteer

Wendi Fornoff
ICPSR 

Christine Green
Green, Green, Adams & Kent, P.C. - 
Retired

Glenna Frank Miller
Eastern Michigan University

Janet Nacu
American Express - Retired

Nancy Shore
AATA - Get Downtown

Alma Wheeler Smith
Retired Michigan Representative & 
Senator

From the Executive Director

OUR MISSION
SOS promotes housing stability 

and family self-sufficiency through 
collaboration, care and respect.
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Student’s Project Supports 
Food Pantry

Sunny Days Adventures

This summer nearly 40 homeless children, 
ages 6 to 12, participated in SOS’s summer 

enrichment program called Sunny Days. For 
the last eight weeks, the children were able to 
enhance their reading and math skills, play fun 
outdoor games, and experience cultural and 
educational field trips. Here are some highlights 
over the summer:

Thank you to our supporters!

Special thanks extended to foundations and local grantors who contributed $500 or more between 
April 1, 2014 & August 1, 2014:

Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation
Comerica Bank
First Congregational Church of Ann Arbor
King of Kings Lutheran Church
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
Knight Foundation

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church
The Louis & Anne Abrons Foundation
Edward F. Redies Foundation  
Washtenaw Coordinated Funders
Zion Lutheran Church

Interns from Food 
Gatherers Michelle 
Khadra, Ian 
Shollack, and Diana 
Beltran instructed 
the children about 
healthy foods to eat. 
During the summer 
kids learned about 
the food groups, 
vitamins, and why 
we eat the foods 
we do!

Toyota 
Representative, 
Carlos Briceño, 
came to Sunny 
Days to host 
an information 
session. The kids 
learned about how 
engineers problem 
solve and make 
cars safe.

Kids at Sunny Days 
visited University of 
Michigan’s School 
of Art & Design 
studio. All of the kids 
were able to make 
a ceramic bowl, and 
design the bowl with 
a variety of colors.

Every year dozens of 
volunteers work at 

the SOS booth during the 
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 
in August. This event 
exclusively supports the 
food program. Hundreds 
of handmade bowls are 
donated by local artists 
and sold. This year, SOS 
received one big donation 
of bowls from a student 
whose goal was to “donate 
everything [he] made.”

Michael Vanek, a recent graduate from Greenhills 
School, donated 150 bowls to support SOS at 
the festival. As a high school senior, he had an 
opportunity to spend the last month of school 
pursuing a passion. Vanek says “I decided early on 
that I would try to involve ceramics in my project. I 
was introduced to clay when I was a sixth grader 
at Greenhills and I really loved working on the 
ceramics wheels.” 

This student credits his success to having tools 
to fire and glaze bowls thanks to his school, and 
a generous donation of 200 pounds of clay from 
Rovin Ceramics.

“SOS is a truly amazing organization that helps 
those who are homeless get back on their feet,” 
says Vanek. “I can only imagine the relief people 
feel who are helped by SOS.”

Michael Vanek plans to attend the University of 
Michigan this fall and study health sciences and 
social justice. 

Michael Vanek donated      
150 bowls to SOS!
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Holiday Programs

Give the gift of joy this holiday season by 
sponsoring a family for the holiday, collecting 
personal care items, or helping a family to 
furnish their home! Registration begins in 
October. Learn more by calling 734.485.8730 or 
email info@soscs.org.

For the latest updates visit our website: www.soscs.org 

Become a Fan on 
Facebook
search “SOS Community Services”

Follow Us on Twitter
twitter.com/SOS_Community

Lifelines
101 S. Huron St. • Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Calling All Volunteers!
Consider volunteering at SOS this fall. 
There are lots of opportunities to help in our 
food pantry, children’s programs and more! 
Learn more by calling 734.484.9900 or email 
volunteer@soscs.org.  

Special thanks to the 
sponsor of this newsletter:

Collect Household Items
The families we serve need basic household 
items. Host a drive with a school club, service 
group, or with your family! For more information, 
call 734.485.8730 or visit www.soscs.org.


